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The installation of artificial turf is permitted in the Natomas Park Master Association (the “Association”) 
as set forth in these Guidelines and Minimum Requirements.  All uses and installations shall be subject 
to the following minimum requirements and criteria.  
 
All requests to install artificial turf shall be reviewed and approved by the Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC) prior to installing any artificial turf products.  Members are not permitted to install 
artificial turf without first submitting plans to the Association and obtaining prior approval for the 
proposed installation.   
 
The Association’s approval of artificial turf installation is limited specifically to a review of architectural 
compatibility and/or aesthetic consistency only.  Neither the Association nor the ACC are approving any 
specific product type, suitability of a product, product style or installation method, and/or drainage 
method.  With that in mind, the Association and ACC have identified certain minimum criteria for 
evaluation of proposed artificial turf product installations in order to maintain a natural appearance of 
the artificial turf. 
 
The term “artificial turf” shall apply to any synthetic turf product that is in the form of turf grass. 
 
LOCATION AND DESIGN 
The installation of artificial turf should be carefully planned and designed as part of a larger landscape 
modification. It should be used in addition to and not a total replacement of existing landscape.   
 

1. Artificial turf shall be installed as a permanent improvement and shall be integral to the 
landscape theme of the yard.   
 

2. Artificial turf shall only replace existing/previous existing sod and cannot encroach on other 
landscape areas. 
 

3. Landscaping of the remaining yard areas shall consist of living plant material or other natural 
products such as boulders, cobble or natural colored mulch.   
 

4. The installation of artificial turf must not interfere with the growth of required street trees and 
the turf shall be installed in a manner that allows for tree replacement.  
 

5. Turf shall be installed so as to leave a breathing space of 18” – 24” around the base of the tree.   
 

6. Adequate drainage must be installed to prevent standing water and runoff onto adjacent 
properties.   
 

7. Any turf must be separated from natural lawn by products such as living plant material or other 
natural products such as boulders, cobble or natural colored mulch.   

 



MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS 
The components of an artificial turf grass system consist of a base layer, the artificial turf, and infill 
material. 

 
BASE LAYER 
The base layer provides a structurally sound foundation for the installation of the artificial turf, and 
a media for drainage.  
 
1. The artificial turf shall be installed on a layer of properly compacted granulated aggregate in 

order to facilitate proper drainage. 
 

2. A weed barrier shall be used on top of the base to prevent weed growth.  
 

3. The surface area shall be prepared by qualified/trained personnel, and shall meet or exceed all 
minimum requirements set forth by all local state and county building code requirements in the 
installation area. 
 

ARTIFICIAL TURF 
Artificial turf is a surface of synthetic fibers made to look like natural grass. The look and durability 
of artificial turf products can vary greatly depending on the materials, components and design of the 
turf.  
 
1. The construction of the artificial turf shall have a minimal pile weight of 77 ounces and consist of 

monofilament, polyethylene fibers tufted into a fibrous, porous backing. 
 

2. The fiber shall be 8,000-denier, low friction, UV-resistant fiber, measuring not less than 1.75 
inches high (if standard turf). 

 
3. Grass blades shall be of multiple color blends that consist of green hues and brown thatch to 

give the turf a natural appearance. 
 

4. The primary backing shall be a double-layered polypropylene fabric treated with UV inhibitors.  
The secondary backing shall consist of an application of porous, heat-activated urethane to 
permanently lock the fiber tufts in place.   
 

5. Artificial turf must be 100% permeable.  
 

6. The artificial turf shall be lead and toxic chemical free and meet all of the requirements of the 
State of California Proposition 65.  Artificial turf that does not meet these requirements shall not 
be permitted.  The Association and the ACC is relying on both the Member’s and manufacturer’s 
representation in this regard. 

 
INFILL MATERIAL 
Infill materials are added between the artificial grass blades allowing them to stand up, which gives 
the artificial turf a more natural appearance. 
 



1. The infill material shall be approved by the manufacturer and be no less than a controlled 
mixture of graded sand, 20 grit silica or acrylic coated sand placed at 2-3 pounds per square foot 
(or installed in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications). 
 

2. In an effort to maintain a natural appearance, the infill materials shall be installed to fill the 
voids between the fibers and allow the fibers to remain vertical and non-directional. 

 
INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS 
All installations shall be accomplished in accordance with manufacturer specifications and in a manner 
necessary to ensure proper drainage.   

 
1. Adequate drainage must be installed to prevent standing water and run off onto adjacent 

properties.   
 

2. Seaming glue and seaming fabric for inlaying lines and markings shall be as recommended by 
the artificial turf manufacturer.  All glues and or adhesives shall meet the minimum government 
requirements compliance so as to meet the local Air Quality Management District (AQMD) 
standards set forth in the installation area. 
 

3. The fiber tufts shall be fanned or unfolded prior to installation. Rolling or spiraling is not 
acceptable. 

 
4. The turf shall be properly secured to the ground according to manufacturer specifications and in 

a manner necessary to maintain an attractive finished appearance. 
 

5. Members (and not the Association nor the ACC) are responsible for ensuring that the proposed 
artificial turf product, installation, and drainage method, meets all requirements of any and all 
local, state, and/or federal agencies or laws.   

 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR REQUIREMENTS 
All installations and ongoing maintenance require full compliance with the Association’s “MAINTENANCE 
AND REPAIR RESPONSIBILITIES” as set forth in the Association’s Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions 
(CC&Rs). 
 

1. Artificial turf, like real turf, requires routine maintenance. Maintenance shall be conducted in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendation to ensure an attractive and acceptable 
appearance at all times.   
 

2. Organic matter such as leaves shall be regularly removed.  Pet feces shall be removed promptly 
and the turf shall be properly washed off in order to eliminate pet odors.   

 
3. Regular maintenance typically includes, but is not limited to, replacement of the infill material 

from time to time, in accordance with Manufacturer specifications, as needed to maintain the 
attractive and natural appearance of the turf. 
 

4. Members must repair or replace artificial turf when damaged or significantly faded. 
 



APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
In addition to submitting a Water Efficient Landscape application, all requests for the installation of 
artificial turf must include the following:  
 

1. A detailed plot plan that clearly indicates the location and size, in square feet, of the total 
landscape area and the total proposed area of artificial turf installation. 
 

2. Location of adequate drainage indicated on the plot plan. 
 

3. Photo(s) of the proposed area to be covered by artificial turf. 
 

4. Sample of the proposed artificial turf (minimum 1 square foot in dimension) along with the 
product specifications. 

 
5. Description of the manufacturer’s installation procedures. 

 
6. Approximate timeframe that the proposed artificial turf product will maintain its acceptable 

overall appearance before replacement is needed. 
 

7. Written verification by the member and product manufacturer that the product being used is 
lead and toxic chemical free and meets all of the requirements of the State of California 
Proposition 65 and all local, state and/or federal agencies and laws. The Association may require 
that the member/manufacturer provide the Material Safety Data (MSDS) Sheet. 
 

8. Show drip lines and/or deep water injection on plot plan for watering of trees and plants within 
the artificial turf area.  

 
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
The Association and the ACC, reserves the right to request additional information and/or to state 
additional specifications and/or requirements prior to any approval of an artificial turf installation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


